Demonstration of transforming growth factor activity in mammary epithelial tissues.
Transforming growth factor (TGF) activity has been demonstrated in acid-ethanol extracts of bovine mammary gland, of Ehrlich Ascites Mammary Carcinoma Cells, and of the ascites fluid. The extracts differ in their activity in the soft agar test when using either human or rat fibroblasts. The most active extract obtained from mammary gland tissue was chromatographed and the TGF activity shown to be coeluting with EGF receptor-competing activity. The present data and our previous reports show that TGFs and a growth inhibitor for mammary epithelial cells coexist in bovine mammary gland as separate growth factors.